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S IS FOR…SOUND OF YOUR
OWN VOICE, LOVE THE

B Y  C H R I S  D A V Y

Yeah, I’m crafty. Slip a little comma

into the title and I can make you do

that thing where you rearrange it in

your head and read it how I want you

to read it, i.e. ‘Love the sound of your

own voice’. Whilst at the same time,

keeping the actual title in line with

the good old ‘S is for…’ system by the

way I structure it. Fascinating.

 

I don’t know what that literary

technique is called; where you use a

comma like that. I tried a quick search

on the internet to find the name for it.

But I couldn’t find anything easily

enough, so I packed in the search. I’m

in the middle of writing a book about

sports coaching at the moment.

 

Time is pretty well allocated. But also, I

realised what the date is, and that I

hadn’t written anything for Silly

Linguistics Magazine yet. So, instead of

searching for the name of that

technique I decided I better get my

act together and finish writing

something for the magazine; even if I

don’t have the answer for that specific

technique at this point. I think writing

the article rather than spending ages

looking for the technique sets a good

example towards learning language. I

can use it as a good teaching point.

 

Meh, so I don’t know something at
this moment in time. No big deal. I’ll
find it out later. I’ve got commitments
that I have made. Ones that I think
are more important. So, I’m going to
stick to them. I’ll focus on meeting
those commitments. Then I can
come back to that other thing later
on. But I will come back to
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it, and I will find out. If I can. After all, there

might not be a term in existence for that

technique.

 

If I do find out what it’s called, I’ll let you know. If

there isn’t a name, I’ll do what I normally do and

make something up. For the record, I like to call

it the James Bond technique. You know, “The

name’s Bond, James Bond.” Which, when you

think about it, me using that as an example to

describe the technique makes absolutely no

sense whatsoever. Because if we were going to

apply the same rules to that sentence and how

he introduces himself, Mr. Bond would actually

be referring to himself as James Bond Bond.

Which sounds utterly mental.

 

Which leads me nicely on to the whole point of

this article. I don’t quite know how we’ve got

there, but I’ve managed to carve my way to the

point. When you are learning language, you are

going to sound silly. You are. You are going to

sound crazy, mad, weird, peculiar, and so on.

But fear not, it’s all part of the process. It’s all

part of you getting to know you and getting

used to you being you. I know this, not from

learning different languages, but more so from

learning how to sing. You often hear it bounded

around, the sentence,

 

“Oh I hate the sound of my own voice.” 

“I hate the way I sound on recordings.”

“I hate the way I sound on the telephone.”

 

I’ll be upfront and honest with you, ultimately,

none of this is good for learning language. Think

of it like this, IF you get one choice, you can

either LOVE the sound of your own voice or you

can HATE the sound of your own voice. I mean,

realistically, you can do what you want, it’s your

voice, you can feel however you want to about it

at any given moment. I mean for example, if

you are singing and you are out of tune, then

yeah, it might even be considered justified to

hate your voice when it’s out of tune. But not

me, personally, I don’t buy into that. I treat it a

bit more extreme than that.

 

I either love my voice or I hate my voice. And

that’s the way it’s going to be. I get the choice.

And my choice is that I love it, no matter what. I

just

find that thinking like that supports a much

healthier and more positive state of mind when

it comes to learning stuff and making progress. 

 

Hate is a strong word. Love is equally as strong,

but at the other end of the spectrum. If I’m

going to love or hate my own voice, MY OWN

VOICE, which I have to have with me all the

time. Then I’m going to choose to love it. Not

only that, but who is to say that I will always

have my voice? It’s blessing and good fortune to

be able to speak. Some people can’t speak.

 

As well as singing I had to learn how to love my

own voice by getting used to different dialects.

In England I was born in and grew up in

Wolverhampton until the age of 8. Then I moved

to Devon. The accents at play here are vastly

different. To some I sounded weird. When I went

home to the Midlands after spending a lot of

time in Devon, people sounded weird, and I

couldn’t understand them; in my home town!

Because their accents were so thick. Which is

crazy to me. 

 

So, as ever, the most important part of all of this

learning language stuff is the focus has got to be

on getting your message across and being

understood. But at the same time,

understanding that there are going to always be

bumps and wobbles along the way. You’ve got

to learn how to love the bumps and wobbles.

You’ve got to find a way to enjoy it. You’ve got to

find a way to S is for…See the funny side of

hating the sound of your own voice. By all

means, hate the sound of your own voice; from

time to time. But when it comes to making a

definitive choice always remember to LOVE it.

It’s yours. S is for… So, look after it.

 

Oh yeah, I guess a better term for that whole

comma thing is Yoda Speak. AND THAT LADIES

AND GENTLEMEN is the beauty of writing an

article – leaving it for a few hours to go and life,

and then coming back to it. The word we are

looking for IS….anastrophe! The inversion of the

usual order of words or clauses! I mean, that

doesn’t tell me if that is what the whole comma

technique is about, but I’ll take it. I mean,

 

“Take it I will.”
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